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The Third International Joint Conference on Natural Language Processing was held between 7th and 12th January 2008 in Hyderabad. This is the flagship conference of the Asian Federation of NLP. This prestigious international conference had 283 researchers, with 195 of them from 27 foreign countries. Besides the registered delegates, there were also 35 student volunteers who could attend the sessions as well as provide support for the conference. The conference was broadly divided into three parts: 

  7th January : Three Tutorials (at IIIT-H)

  8th - 10th January:  Main conference (at ISB)

  11th -12th January : Six workshops (at IIIT-H) 

The areas of NLP under discussion included Machine Translation, Information Extraction and Speech Processing as well as some sessions on parsing, shallow parsing, generation for Asian languages and English.

The tutorial sessions were conducted on the first day of the conference, i.e. 7th January 2008. The tutorial on Social Network inspired models of NLP and Language Evolution was one of the three tutorials which took place in IIIT-Hyderabad . The objective of this tutorial was to show how language and its dynamics can be studied within the framework of social networks. This framework could be applied to build NLP applications and also to understand the mechanism of language change and evolution. The use of online resources was highlighted for resource-poor languages in NLP in the tutorial on How to add a new language on the NLP map.  Prof. Horacio Saggion, an expert in the field of Text Summarization was the speaker for the Introduction to Text Summarization and Other Information Access Technologies.

An important event that took place during the conference was the NLP in India meet, where scholars from different institutions from across the country discussed various aspects of NLP in India including the sharing and creation of resources, academic courses in NLP and the creation of a journal. Representatives from Pakistan and Nepal were also present.

The venue of the main conference venue was ISB (Indian School of Business), Gachibowli. After the inauguration ceremony which saw the release of a freely downloadable shallow parser for Hindi by IIIT Hyderabad, the keynote address was delivered by   Prof. Aravind Joshi on the Penn Discourse Treebank. The technical sessions that followed were on a diverse set of topics ranging from segmentation, parsing, treebanks and other lexical resources to information extraction, machine translation and speech processing. Some of these were chaired by leading experts in the field of NLP like Profs. Mark Steedman, Jun'ichi Tsujii and Yuji Matsumoto from abroad and Prof. Sivaji Bandopadhyay from India. Several papers were presented on Asian Languages like Chinese, Japanese including South Asian languages like Thai, Bengali and Hindi. Nearly 72 papers were presented in parallel sessions over three days.

On the second day, there was an interesting technical session on Emotion/Sentiment Analysis for documents retrieved from the Internet. Papers presented used Probabilistic methods as well as used linguistic resources like Roget’s Thesaurus.  The paper presentations in the morning were followed by a poster and demo session. Demos varied from a Sinhala Text to Speech System, Punjabi Grammar checker and 'POLLy', which was a conversational system. The exhibition sessions had 60 posters spread over two sessions. These included an interesting paper on the inter-operability of different NLP tools. Posters also described use of linguistic resources for  solving NLP related problems, for instance Wikipedia and treebanks like the Paninian treebank for Hindi and the Prague treebank for Czech.  

The invited talk for this day was given by Prof. Hyopil Shin on the 21st Sejong Project, which focused on the building of a large linguistic dictionary for the Korean language as well as the KNC or the Korean National Corpus.

The final day of the main conference saw sessions with focus on Question Answering, Ontologies and Linguistic Resources, Event/ Sentence Relation and Statistical Models for NLP. The Question Answering session featured papers using both stochastic as well as corpus-based methods while the session on Event/Sentence Relation had a paper on the specific problems faced while summarizing legal documents. A special session on Statistical Machine Translation (MT) had papers on Personalized Search that used Statistical MT models. Other papers focused on English- Hindi Statistical MT.  Dr. Srinivasan Sangamedu of Yahoo! gave his invited talk on Language Processing for the Evolving Web. He focused on the new challenges that the Internet has posed for language processing because of the formatting of web pages, images in text documents among others. 

The closing session of the conference in the Khemka Auditorium had the conference committee members delivering some closing remarks on the conference. The next IJCNLP, which would be held in Singapore was also highlighted. 

Six workshops were held at IIIT-H during the final two days of the conference on different aspects of NLP like Named Entity Recognition, Cross Lingual Information Access and NLP for Less Privileged Languages. More than 200 researchers participated in these workshops. Each of the workshops also had a poster session and invited talks. Manipuri, Basque and Kinyarwanda were some resource poor languages that were discussed in the workshop on Less Privileged Languages. The 6th SIGHAN workshop on Chinese Language Processing saw the presentations on the Fourth International Chinese Language Processing Bakeoff on Word Segmentation, Named Entity Recognition and POS tagging. Also of interest to the Asian language researchers was the workshop on Technologies and Corpora for Asia-Pacific Speech Translation (TCAST) and the 6th workshop on Asian Language Resources. The Named Entity Recognition workshop had the highest number of delegates attending. There was a shared task contest held as part of the workshop where the performance of the team from IIT Kharagpur was the best, followed by two teams from IIIT-Hyderabad.  

It was a productive six days for the researchers- professors, students and professionals. The discussions during the presentations and later during the workshop and tutorials were highly profitable. Many informal discussions were also made possible during the poster sessions and demos. ISB and IIIT-H with their comfortable environment made them an ideal venue for this prestigious international conference. 

(The following were the organizers of the conference: General Conference Chair: Jong-Hyeok Lee, Korea, Organizing Chairs: Rajeev Sangal, India and Dr RK Bagga, India, and Program Committee Chairs:  Yuji Matsumoto, Japan, and Ann Copestake, UK.)
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